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Before Pearl Harbor 1 1 1 (Continued from Page 39)

understand what was said. 
Nothing was heard again until 

0612 when Earhart said she 
wanted bearings from Itasca. 
Although Itasca had a direction 
finder aboard, and there was an 
experimental direction finder 
set up on the island, Itasca had 
not been asked to take bearings 
on Earhart. It was a surprise to 
Itasca to receive this message. 

A couple of minutes later, 
Earhart said she was about 200 
miles out and whistled into the 
microphone to a!Jow Itasca to 
take a bearing. 

All this time, Itasca is trying 
to "come back" to Earhart with 
a message, but there is no in
dication from her she had heard 
Itasca. 

0645 and Earhart comes in 
loud and clear and asks Itasca 
again to take a bearing on her. 
She states she's about 100 miles 
out, but her position is doubtful. 

45 minutes  pass  before  
Earhart calls again at 0730 and 
says: "We must be on you but 
cannot see you. Gas is running 
low. Have been unable to reach 
you by radio. Flying at 1,000 
feet." 

Just before 0800, Earhart 
again calls Itasca and says she's 
flying in a circle, trying to locate 
the island. Had she been any
where near Howland, she would 
have seen either the island, the 
Itasca steaming around the is
land, or the smoke being re
leased from Itasca and rising ab
out 10,000 feet in the air. She 
didn't indicate she had seen 
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either. 
A couple of minutes after 

0800, Earhart stated she heard 
the Itasca's signal. This was 
probably the Morse Code letter 
"A" Itasca was sending out ev
ery few minutes for Earhart to 
"home on" with her direction 
finder. She again asked Itasca to 
take a bearing on her. 

The final message from 
Earhart came at 0844: "We are 
on the line of position 157-337. 
We are running north and 
south." This message indicates 
Noonan had managed to shoot 
the sun with his chronometers, 
but how accurate was the shot? 
Remember the off-course report 
sent to Lae earlier in the flight. 

Itasca immediately began a 
search of the area to the north
west, because there was a large 
storm area in that direction; and 
the Itasca's skipper felt it was 
the most probable area. Earhart 
had not mentioned any bad 
weather since her 0345 message, 
so we might assume she had 
"broken out" of the weather ear
lier. If so, the decision to search 
in the northwest was not a good 
decision. 

The USS Swan was brought 
into the search, along with the 
USS Colorado, with three scout 
planes aboard. These ships sear
ched the area around Howland 
and south into the Phoenix Is
lands. 

The Lexington, with a full 
complement of planes, arrived 
on the scene and searched the 
area to the northwest of How
land. 

The extensive search, which 
covered 250,000 square miles of 
ocean, produced nothing. 

The disappearance of Earhart 
and Noonan set off a series of 
events worldwide. Radio oper
ators throughout the world were 
claiming to have heard Earhart. 
The British cruiser Achilles, 
steaming around the Phoenix Is
lands, claims to have heard a 
message from Earhart. Several 
radio operators in Hawaii and in 
the states claim to have heard 
messages from Earhart. 

For all intents and purposes, 
the fliers were lost forever; and 
to this day, no wreckage from 
the plane has been found, nor 
has anyone found any remains 
of Earhart and Noonan. 

Certainly this is the greatest 
mystery of modern times, and 
there are hundreds of people re
searching it. A Jot of people 
have begun research for profit, 
while some go about it for the 
sheer fun and excitement of it. I 
know a couple of people who 
have made their living from re
searching Earhart for many 
years. 

There are a lot of questions 
about this great mystery, other 
than what really happened to 
them. Were they spies with a 
mission to overfly the mandates 
and  t a ke p i c tu re s  of t h e  
Japanese fortifications? Were 
they found by the Japanese and 
taken into the mandates and 
murdered? Were they the first 
casualties of WWII? 
Frequently, articles appear in 
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newspapers professing some 
new discovery in the Earhart 
mystery. Over the years a num
ber of books have been written 
about Earhart, and many con
tain some good data. 

The 50th anniversary of 
Earhart's disappearance is com
ing in 1987, and I know there are 
many people working on books 
about her to be released that 
year. 

Me, I'm heading back to the 
Pacific because I feel confident I 
have many of the answers and a 
good idea where to find the 
plane. If I'm successful, the 
mystery will be solved and 
many answers will be forthcom
ing. If I'm wrong in my calcula
tions, I'll rejoin the scores of 
people with a quest for the 
answers. 

T o d a y  w e  c a n  l o o k  a t  
Earhart's around-the-world· 
flight and wonder how anyone 
could have been so foolish to 
attempt it. We can also look at 
people like Wiley Post and Ho
ward Hughes, who did make it. 
It is this quest to do things that 
has made our nation great. 
Thank God for Earhart and 
Noonan, Post, Hughes, Lind
bergh, Yeager, Doolittle and 
many, many others who "took 
the plunge.·· Some achieved, 
some failed, but all are a tribute 
to Americanism. 

I enjoy letters and phone calls 
to talk about Earhart and gather 
information. Give me a call or 
drop me a line if you'd like to 
share some things with me. 

By Don Wade 
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